MARLBOROUGH AND WILLIAM
Villars saved the French infantry from desauction, and
d'Humieres was able to withdraw his army as the night fell
with a loss of six guns and two thousand of the flower of the
French foot. As the casualties of the allies were about three
hundred, the action wore the aspect of a victory. Feuquieres,
the French military critic, remarks severely " that this combat
should never be cited save as an example to avoid." I
D'Humieres* military reputation received a fatal blow, and in
the next campaign he was superseded by Luxembourg.
The Prince of Waldeck rejoiced in his good fortune, nor
was he ungenerous to those who had contributed to it. " All
our troops," he wrote to the States-General, " showed great
courage and desire to come to battle, and the English who
were engaged in this action particularly behaved themselves
very well." 2 To William he wrote," Colonel Hodges and the
English did marvels and the Earl of Marlborough is assuredly
one of the most gallant men I know."3 These comments are
confirmed by the French accounts, which mention especially
the Life Guards and two English battalions under the command
of " Lieutenant General Marlbroch." Waldeck wrote further
to William that " Marlborough in spite of his youth 4 had dis-
played in this one battle greater military capacity than do most
generals after a long series of wars." William, being, like
Marlborough, only thirty-nine himself, was not perhaps
deeply impressed by this reference to the infirmities of youth.
He wrote, however, in handsome terms to Marlborough :
I am happy that my troops behaved so well in the affair of
Walcourt. It is to you that this advantage is principally owing.
You will please accordingly accept my thanks and rest assured that
your conduct will induce me to confer on you still- further marks
of my esteem and friendship on which you may always rely.5
Marlborough was made Colonel of the Royal Fusiliers, a
regiment armed with a light musket called a fusil and em-
ployed in the special defence of the artillery. Such appoint-
ments were lucrative, and the fact that this regiment was
under the Master-General of the Ordnance might encourage
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